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News

Missing Climbers Spotlight Dangers of Mountain Treks

By Wang Wei and Huang Zhiling (China Daily)

Updated: 20094.1-05

Two recent incidents in Sichuan province that left six foreign mountain climbers missing
and presumed dead have underscored to the public the dangers in adventure climbing.

Survival chances for the missing foreign mountaineers ayeslien, an official said
yesterday.

Last year's earthquake changed the landscape of some mountains, making
mountaineering perilous in Sichuan province, said Lin Li, secrgtangral of the
Sichuan Mountaineering Association.

In the first incident, twdRussian climbers were buried in an avalanche last Wednesday
on Siguniang Mountain, whose peak is 6,250 m above sea level, in the Aba Tibetan
autonomous prefecture.

Then on Oct 17, four Hungarian climbers started scaling Renzhong Mountain, whose
summit is6,079 m above sea level, in the Ganzi Tibetan autonomous prefecture.

Their plans were to return to the camp 3,100 m above sea level on Oct 31 so they could
go to Chengdu, capital of Sichuan, on Nov 4. They were to leave China to return to their
home county on Nov 5, but they did not show up on Oct 31.

Sichuan has more than 200 mountains between 4,000 and 7,000 m above sea level. Many
of the mountains have complicated geological structures and the weather can change
quickly, which makes mountaineeringféiftilt and sometimes dangerous.

Soil on many of the mountains is loose in the aftermath of the magi@itQa=arthquake
on May 12 last year.

All these factors bring danger, but also have a strong appeal to overseas climbers wanting
a challenge, Lin said.

Since 2007, more than 1,000 overseas climbers scaled mountains in Sichuan after seeking
permits from Lin's association.

With the permits, the association provides liaison officers and interpreters. Because the
climbers have reported their routes to élssociation in their application for the permits,
the association has provided aid in times of trouble, Lin said.

But many overseas climbers have climbed the mountains without applying for permits.
Between July and August this year, 150 overseas clindigiso in the province.
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Ferris Wheel Charge Dropped

A charge of false imprisonmengainstPatrick Joycevho
climbed to the topf Belfast's big wheel was dropped on
October 15, 2009.
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Patrick Joyce, draveler, is still charged withrespasisg
anddisorderlyconduct The 38yearold had been
accused of falsely imprisonimgeople trapped on the
Ferris wheel when heimbing to the topin June.

An attorney alleged that Mr. Joyce may suffer from > i
mental illness. :

Traveler Community Fi | m: A TGiarvied | er

Pavee Lackeen tells the story of Winnie, a ten year old Irish Traveler girl, who lives with
her mother and siblings in a ramshackle trailer on the side of the road in a desolate
industrialized area of Dublin. The film follows Winnie through seves¢ks of her life

as she struggles for her identity as a young Traveler girl in contemporary Ireland. Winnie
fills her time wandering through the ralown shops and stalls of Dublin's inner city,

while her mother Rosie struggles to get her family houseatédiocal council.

Pavee Lackeen presents al
unflinching portrait of a
marginalized community
often living in Third World
poverty in a modern,

VF
PL; :
prosperous Ireland. Filmed A ?

with a cast of mostly nen (4
professionals, the film useh =
Travelling people playing | & s .
characters near to their ow

and finding the core of the
story in their own life
experiences.

The Travelling people of Ireland maintain a culture and language which sets them apart
from the rest of the population, and have been the victims of much mistamdigng and
prejudice that continues to this day. Shattering existing stereotypes, Pavee Lackeen
presents an intimate portrait of a resilient and spirited young girl and her proud, dignified
family struggling day by day against faceless bureaucracy, yosedtprejudice.

Watch the trailer her&raveller Girl
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Iran Arrests Hikers i Armed with Trail Mix

lan Kelly, State Department Spokesm@aily Press Briefing
Washington, DC, November 9, 2Q0RANSCRIPT: 1:15 pn. EST

QUESTION: lan, the three Americans in Iran, the hikers, can you confirm that they have
been charged with espionage by Iranian authorities?

MR. KELLY: Well, actually we haveno6ét recei

charged, and we areminuing to seek information about these press reports. If it is true,

that they have been formally charged, we would find this outrageous, and of course, the
families would find it devastating. And | think you also heard what the Secretary said a
littteear | i er today: fAWe believe that there is
renew our request on behalf of these three young people and their families that the

l rani an Government exercise compassion and

continue to make that case, both publicly and privately, through our Swiss protecting
power in Tehran.

QUESTION: Are you seeking consular access to the three Americans?

MR. KELLY: Ouri the Swiss protecting power, the Swiss Embassy in Tehran, is
constantlyasking for consular access. And we hope that the Iranian authorities will grant
that. END

PETITION fromhttp://freethehikers.org/
Please sign our petition for their release, which we intend to deliver to theclslam
Republic of Irandés Mission to the United

We, the undersigned, respectfully ask the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to
release Shane Bauer, Sarah Shourd and Josh Fattal from detention as soon as possible and
allow them to return homto their families. As an immediate step, we appeal to you to

allow Shane, Sarah and Josh to speak with their families, in order to ease the worry of

their loved ones.

On July 31, 2009, Shane, Sarah and Josh were hiking near the Ahmed Awa waterfall in
Iraqgi Kurdistan when news reports say they mistakenly crossed the unmarked border into
Iran. Since then, they have been detained in Iran and have had no contact with their
families.

Shane, Sarah and Josh were in Iragi Kurdistan on a hiking vacation and iméehtion
of entering Iran. They all have great respect for different cultures and societies and for the
law. If they did enter Iran, it can only have been by accident.

The families, friends and supporters of Shane, Sarah and Josh share the deegt hope t

the Islamic Republic of Iran will show compassion in this unfortunate case and release
them as soon as possible.
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Ladakh Opens Nubra Valley to Tourists

In a major move to boost tourism in Ladakh region, the Ministry of Home Affairs,
Government of Ind, has relaxed the Protected Area Permit Regime (PAPR) enabling
foreign tourists to visit Turtuk village in Nubra valley, situated on the famous Silk Route.

Expressing happiness over the decision, Minister for Tourism and Culture, Mr. Nawang
Rigzin Joraand Minister of State for Tourism, Mr. Nasir Aslam Wani said that opening
of Turtuk area for foreign tourists would place Nubra valley prominently on the world
tourism map. They added that the decision would go a long way in bringing the virgin
locales otthe region into limelight. The Ministers also appreciated the role of Union
Home Minister, Mr. P. Chidambaram for taking personal interest in this matter.

Referring to the potential tourist spots in the region, Mr. Jora said that from now on
tourists wold be able to travel along the banks of the Pangong Lake, right up to the
villages of Man and Merak. Earlier, he said they were allowed to go only up to village
Spangmik. He said the route along the Pangong Lake from Merak to Chushul and then
across Tsagha, Tsaga to Loma Bend would also be considered for opening, once
sufficient tourist infrastructure is developed there. A large number of foreign tourists are
already visiting Nubra valley for Bactrain camel safaris and hot sulphur springs of
Panamik, he@dded

The Minister said that the long pending demand of the locals of Kargil to open the
ChiktanBatalik area for foreign tourists has also been approved by the Home Ministry.
The approved tour circuits in the district are, KakjilangralShakerChiktan-Sanjak

Leh and DakGarkoneDarchikBatalik-Silmo-Kargil town, he informed and added the
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area is also the home of famous Drokpas, supposed to be pure Aryan tribe. Earlier, the
tourists were allowed to travel only up to Dah, he said.

Giving details of tle other important relaxations, Mr. Jora said that earlier tourists were
allowed to travel in the PAPR area in groups of four, but after the present relaxation
tourists can also go in twos. He said permits for visiting these areas are issued by the
concernd Deputy Commissioner.

Giving details of tourists traffic to Ladakh, the Minister said the number of tourists
visiting the region has touched 75, 000 from the modest figure of 500 in 1974, when
Ladakh was opened for tourism and the tourist season wrechtai®e confined to July
August, now extends from May till end of October.
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Rock and Ice Rebuts Criticism i Jeff Jackson
Hi everyone,

| edit Rock and Ice along with Alison, Andrew and Duane, and just heard about this
thread. Some great stuff heres bften difficult to get people to give you constructive
criticism. Most of the letters we receive are positive, but what we really need to hear are
legit critiques of the mag so that we can continue to evolve and improve. So thanks for
the spirited crigque, you can bet I'll mull over everything that's been written here.

| think that some of the posts are on the money. I've been reading climbing mags since
1977, when | took up the sport, and it always bums me out when | see duplicated
coverage, such aghat happened with Washington in No. 182. We try not to let that
happen, and Matt (Climbing's editor) and | will talk to each other if we see a potential
conflict. We've managed to avoid this on several occasions. | climb with Michael
(Alpinist editor) evey Wednesday, so we can discuss potential overlap, but Alpinist and
RI are different breeds of cat. Sometimes it happens, though, and | apologize.

While on the subjectind in the spirit of dialog, | should point out that several of posts
seem a bit bogu

Amfibius, I've talked to all of the editors here and no one deleted your post. Weird. We
really never delete posts unless they're ads or obscene. Did you include a photo of your
ass ofjohnson [sic?

Forest, you might want to take a look at RI if yeunterested in reading stories by John
Long. Features by Largo appeared in our September and October issues this year and he's
working on a story for an upcoming issue.

Dingus, | believe | gave you your nickname in a response to a letter you waote to
climbing mag, so don't suggest you never got nuthin' from the rags.

Sully, we've never run the same article as a competing mag and we never will.

Ihateplastic, | simply don't believe that an RI editor didn't know who Bob Bates was.
Everyone here not tnknows Bob Bates, but knows his history of ascents as well as the
history of his cohorts in the famous Harvard Five, etc. Bates and Houston are heroes of
mine. Alison was actually friends with Bob.

Prezwoodz you know that | got back to you immediatetarding your Arrigetch story.

| told you that it was a story that RI would be interested in printing, but that by posting it
along with all your photos on Supertopo we would be doing our readership a disservice
by DUPLICATING coverage. That's the poinght?

Finally, amfibius, it seems a little schizoid to suggest in no uncertain terms that "the
biggest issue” for you is running the "same sh#t¢] yet at the same time suggest that

we should duplicate coverage from two months previous. | agreedohaBdeserves
utmost ink and respect. In the "Bachar Remembered" issue we included articles by DR,
Henry Barber, Dave Yerian and Doug Robinson. | wrote about him in my Editor's Note
and we would have loved to have put John on the cover, as we did iB®Ndn Tact, we
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madly solicited images, but were unable for a variety of reasons beyond our control to
secure cover photos that would work. We always work within a tight shipping schedule,
and that limits the time we have. Plus, its paramount that atlanient is fresh and
professionalEd. like thisposi.

Obviously, the folks who post here represent a certain slice of our readership. AB, in
response to this thread, wrote in amail, "I've said it before ... they're Willfully Blind.
You can't changheir opinions because their opinions/online comments are the very
structures these Avatar personas have created for themselves as hardschnef/trad
climbers ... "

Is that really the case? Judging from the fact that so many of y'all admit wight@madt

reading RI, yet confidently malign the mag despite not reading it, so often getting your
facts wrong, | have to wonder whether Andrew might be right. The posts here are
clubbish and uniformed, coming from a clique of climbers who, like Ron, heleaia

agenda. | personally know several of the posters and they are old, crotchety, crusty dudes
who don't actually climb much anymore except to lap classics, usually trad and well

wired 5.11s or under. Kinda like me.

Yet despite the obvious limitatioms the feedback, | value it and will continue to sift the
hyperbole, insults, profanity and bunk in hopes of improving Rock and Ice. In fact, if you
don't like what you're reading, please write a letter to the editor, or better yet, take the
bull by the hons and submit a story. We are always looking for great content and photos,
and will closely read and comment on all serious submissions.

| sincerely hope you will read the mag, and continue to bluntly confront us with our
ineptitude when we get it wrongnd acknowledge our occasional flashes of utility when
we get it right.

Happy and safe climbing. | hope to see you out thedeff.Jackson

November 19, 2009
[from: www.supertopo.com]
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Harvard Travel Club Features Conrad Anker

800t Meeting Number 2

2009-2010

The second meeting of the season will be held in the Massachusetts Room of the
Harvard Club on Tuesday, November 10, 2009. Cocktails will be served at 6:00 p.m.,
dinner is at 6:45 p.m., and the meeting will begin at 8:15 p.m. The price is $55 each for
members and $65 for guests. Please respond as soon as possible using the enclosed card,
email, or by telephone only if you are coming to the dinner. Reservations received after
the Noon on the Friday preceding the meeting will incur a $5 late fee. Members who
fail to attend without canceling their reservations prior to the above deadline may be
liable for the dinner charge.

CONRAD ANKER- “THE SHARK’S FIN”

In September of 2008 Conrad Anker and his partners attempted to climb Mount
Meru, a 6,310-meter peak in the Garwhal Himalaya of India. Their goal was the
Shark’s Fin, a massive high altitude wall that had yet to be climbed despite attempts by
many climbers. A week-long storm pinned the team at 5,300 meters. In perhaps the
toughest climb of their lives, Conrad and his teammates delved deep into their souls to
find the will to continue. The team spent 19 days on the route, including 17 days on
the wall, despite having just 10 days of rations with them. Low on endurance and faced
with the prospect of negotiating a large granite block that would have meant a night
exposed to the elements, they turned back. While they did not make the summit, they
cherish the climb for the lessons learned along the way — particularly the role that
teamwork and trust plays in surviving difficult times.

Conrad Anker has made a specialty of climbing the most technically challenging
terrain he can find. This search has taken him from the mountains of Alaska and
Antarctica, to the big walls of Patagonia and Baffin, as well as the massive peaks of the
Himalaya. His climbing resume includes first ascents in three regions of Antarctica, all
three towers of the Cerro Torre group in Patagonia, including new routes on two of
them, and climbs of Latok II and Spansar Peak in Pakistan's Karakorum. Among rock
climbers at Yosemite and Zion he is well respected for his numerous speed ascents on El
Capitan and difficult new lines that have yet to see second ascents. In addition to all of
this, Conrad has reached the summit of Everest on two occasions, the first time as a
member of the Mallory & Irvine Research Expedition of 1999. On that occasion
Conrad discovered the bedy of George Mallory, the preeminent Everest explorer of the
1920s.

Conrad is active in numerous charitable causes, including serving on the board of
the Conservation Alliance, the Rowell Fund for Tibet and the Alex Lowe Charitable
Foundation.
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Mammoth Cave 1 KY, USA by Peter Zabrok

I've been climbing for thirty years, climbed El Cap by 39 different routes, and the other
day, | caught possibly the raddest and scariest lead climbing fall I've ever seen! And it
happ@&ed several miles underground.

I'm part d the group exploring the Mammoth Cave System in Kentucky, working in the
Roppel Cave section which lies outside the national park boundaries, and hence outside
their regulations. We have excellent landowner relations, and have access to the cave on a
reguar basis. All entrances are gated and locked, so it's not the sort of place anyone can
go, but if you are interested in joining the survey, please give me a shout. We gate the
entrances to protect the resource. For instance, we discovered this passageaas

ago, and named it the Great White North for all the gypsum flowers.

Gypsum Flowers in the Great White Nortlike take off, eh?

For about the past year, we've been working in a "new" part of thé ¢ageAstrodome
Cosmodromeraai that ladn't been visited mudince its initial discovery about 25

years ago. With my caving partner Dick Market, and also with the help of others, we first
went out there last December with the intention of establishing an underground base
camp a few miles undground.

Caves are formed by water dissolving limestone, and wa@€@LD wateri is something
you need to get used to, if not even enjoy. The temperature in this Kentucky cave system
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