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News

Greenpeace Takes Mount Rushmore: Why 11 Climbers Were
Willing to Risk Arrest
By Stacy Morford July 12th, 2009 SolveClimate.com

ltés 8:45 a.m., and 11 Greenpeace activi
banner have made their way up to the top of Mount Rushmore. So far,ysectrian s n 0 t
detected them. Still, theydére whispering

Down at the tourist center, the wind is just starting to pick up, but 500 feet up the
mountain, the gusts are already fierce.

None of the climbers has ever been here beldrey know the national park has its own
climbing team with established rope anchors on the monument. They intend to find those
anchors and use them.

il bve never been so nervous in my |ife,?o

10 a.m. Go time.

If you've eve wondered what it takes to hang one of those massive Greenpeace banners,
the video shows it up close and in detail as the climbers unfurbg-85-foot banner

next to Lincoln's face, with the wind whipping the banner like a giant sail and two
climbers eing slammed into the rock mountainside as they try to keep it in place.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A9 xj77rcQ
AAmer i ca Ho+NotiPditiciane-&tdeGlobal Warming t he banner

Greenpeace planned the July 8 Rushmore actiothatakeover of four coal plants
Italy to coincide with th&58 summit where the world's mosgiolluting countries were
considering a declaration to keep the global temperature increase below 2 degrees
Celsius. In Congress, the U.S. Senate had just started discussing clinséatidegi
following a serious weakening in the House of the WaxiMarkey climate bill by
politicians demanding concessions for their hestage industries.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A9_xj77rcQ
http://solveclimate.com/blog/20090708/greenpeace-activists-take-over-power-plants-rushmore-g8-protest
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/8141715.stm
http://solveclimate.com/blog/20090625/greenpeace-says-no-climate-bill-aces-too-weak
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The Rushmore banner was a message to President Obama that the time to get tough about
true climate action and to show leadership on the issue is now.

After about an houof holding the banner in placte climbers rappelled to the ground,
wh er e ssdbpeties wiere @aiting. The 11 were arrested and pleaded not guilty to
federal misdemeanor charges of trespassing and climbing on Mount Rushmore. Trial is
set for October. Each could face up to six months in jail.

Matt Leonard (below right, with banneg veteran of about a dozen banner hangings and
other direct actions with Greenpeace, was holding down the lower right corner of the
banner. The 3@earold activist talked to SolveClimate about the Mount Rushmore
action and the message that Greenpeadiging to send. He's been rock climbing for 10
years and worked in industrial rigging for concerts, but this was by far one of his
windiest, toughest climbs.

What was going through your mind up there on the mountain?

Webre very we lelended. Safety & d big deat This was a pew one

t hough. We di dnodt K nomewofus had everbeen tavthautdpadf f ac e
Mount Rushmore before. And youodore dealing
We were very vigilant about not dagiag anything or creating a situation that would put
anyone else in danger.

After you were arrested, what kind of response did you get from people on the
ground?

There was a lot of mixed reaction. There was some heckling. We also got a lot of thumbs
upfrom people as we were being escorted out.

Do you think direction actions like the Mount Rushmore banner and the coaplant
takeovers in Italy are making a difference and getting your message across?

When youdre in a cr i sgosgteregpancihacalmwayyoudr e
Youbre going to scream and yell . iThsiss i s
a crisis and people need to treat it like a crisis.
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|l tds i mportant that the public siebedies hat pe
on the line, and people respect the degree of courageousness.

Li ke most groups involved in sociagej usti ¢
ad in The New York Times or a spot on CNN. So with direct actions and social

net wor kicnegr,t aniemdlrye getting the message acro
on the targets. Web6d |l ove to get the phone

If you had President Obama on the phone right now, what would you tell him?

On the campaign trail Obama promigede a leader on climate and environmental

issues, and to restore science to its proper place in our government. So far, he has done
neitheri he has played it safe with middle grounds, half measures, and political
convenience. | would tell Obama thathees both the power, and the responsibility to act
boldly on climate changeto be a great leader and not just a politician.

Thereds also a reality that when he has at
heds hit opposi t nsematives: Actionsilike this cah givghimnd c o
political spacé show that there are people behind him demanding that he do what

science says must be done to solve climate change.

Il think 1td6s a message heob6s cehet ainly g
follows.
Greenpeaceds executive director, Phi l Radf

kind of reaction did he get to the coablant takeovers and Rushmore banner?
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| think the tone was shifted at the G8, and | think all these actions playedral role in
that. There was a greater tone of accountability from world leaders, the media and civil
society. There were stronger demands from participating groups, more of a sense of
urgency. That change in discourse is vital as the clock ticks domards Copenhagen.

Greenpeace puts itself out there like no one else, while other big environmental
groups are focused on the political i nsi de

Every social movement that has had major victories has used strategitscbi#dience

and peaceful directactibnand it s a | esson of history that

movement simply are forgetting.
Franklin Delano Roosevelt once said, @Al agd
it. o0 We donodot elNagreeinp\with @$ oothe worltdsebestseientssts a
which is all the more reason we must make them do it by applying stronger pressure, and
flexing our movement 6s muscl es.

This is a crisis. We need to stop timidly asking or we risk yet another decimdetoon.
We simply candt ac c e pitwehahedo daasticallyshifttthatp ol i t i ¢
reality in order to ensure we solve the climate crisis.

By Stacy Morford- Jul 12th, 2009 SolveClimate.com

http://solveclimate.com/blog/20090712/greeapetakesmountrushmorewhy-11-
climberswerewilling -risk-arrest
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Belfast, GBR - Climber Protest Succeeds i June 22, 2009

Patrick Joyce, 38, was charged with imprisoning five pefapléhree hours. The five
werestuck on th€ 0 @édris wheel duringie incident Joyce was also charged with
disorderly conductMr. Joyce was apparently protesting his living conditi(atkiress
unknown). He was dressed only in a pair of short pahkisclimbed on top of one of the
pods beforegaising himself on téhe wheel.

He is now comfortablyioused in the Belfast jaiRoads around the structure were closed
during the incident untifire fighters brought Mr. Joycdown. Specially equipped
members of the Fire and Res@ervice were deployed. They climbing middle of the
wheeland reached a position in which they were able to convatseloyce Shortly
afterwards Mr. Joyce climbed down by himself.

My Joyce is a member of the Irish Traveller communityder the government's "Gypsy

and Traveller Site Grant", designated sites for Travellers' use are provided by the

council, and funds are made available to local authorities for the construction of new sites
and maintenance and extension of existing sité® struggle for equal rights for these
transent people led to the passing of the Caravan Sites Act 1968 that for some time
safeguarded their rights, lifestyle and culture in the UK. The Criminal Justice and Public
Order Act 1994, however, repealed part 1l of the 1968 act, removing the duty on local
authorities in the UK to provide sites for Travellers and giving them the power to close
down existing sites.
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