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News

Walter Bonatti Receives Lifetime Achievement Award

Walter Bonattwash onor ed with the first miThel et doOr
fgol den i presentd to BanattvimeCoumayewn April 24, as part of ve-
day Piolet doOr festival

The Italian climber, now 7&scendethe Walker Spur as a teenager. Two years later he
made the first ascent of the east face of the GrandaBapn 1954, he played an

instrumental role in the first ascent of K2, where he survived a forced open bivy at 26,600
feet. In 1958, he achieved his biggest success in the Greater Ranges with the first ascent
of 26,00kfoot Gaslerbrum IV in Pakistan
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At home in the Alps, Bonatti completed extraordinary solo and winter climbs, including
the fiveday solo first ascent of the El Qaized southwest pillar of the Drus, the first
winter ascent of the north face of the Grandes Jorasses, and a solo new tioeitecotin
face of the Matterhorn.

Classic footageBONATTI CLIMBING
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Achille Compagnoni dies at age 94
Italian K2 pioneer Achille Compagnoni died May 13, 2009 in a northern ltdpital at
age 94 After several failed attempts, K2 was finally summited in 1954 by the Italians,
Lino Lacedelli and Achille Compagnoni. There has been a debate about the events that
took place on that first climb ever since.

In early June of 1954 a team of a dozesmteft from a 4,000m camp. In late July four
men had reached camp VIII, about 200 meters below the summit. The final ascent was
made by Lino and Achille and completed without oxygen...or so goes the official story.

The two men left behind at camp Vlllere Walter Bonatti, then 24 years old, and the
Hunza porter Mahdi, charged with the task of carrying the oxygen. According to Bonatti,
who made the first ascent of Gasherbrum IV in 1958, he and Mahdi couldsuyplky

the two lead climbers due to bad wesr and darkness. So, on Lino's instruction, they left
the oxygen where they were and prepared descent.

“n Ul 1% ‘;u;;-;-}: v
Towd Jrids

Only the bad weather forced the young climber and his local porter to first to camp out in
the snow, as the two lead mountaineers wouldn't help théet them into their tent.

The names of the summiteers were not released until the return of the expedition. When it

was announced, Lino and Achille were celebrated as national heroes. The celebration
ended a decade later when an Italian newspapasagdonatti of stealing oxygen and
attempting a solo ascent ahead of Lino and Achille.
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Bonatti sued for libel and won, but he was ostracized from the climbing community. The
climber took revenge in his own way: Solo climbs, first ascents teemical routes all

over the world, elegance in the itineraries and methods, Bonatti proved without a shadow
of doubt that he was one of the best climbers of his time, if not in all of climbing history
until giving up mountaineering in 1965.

Bonatti hassince published "The Mountains of My Life", an autobiography with stories
about the expedition of 1954n his book Bonatti displays proof of his innocence,
including a photograph of Lino and Achille wearing oxygen masks on the summit.

50 years after the 1954 K2 expedition, a very old Lino Lacedeltio had remained

silentall thistmecoul dndét face to take the truth
released in 2006, he confessed what really happened on K2, thus changing thefcourse

history. Lino also called Bonatti to apologize, but the climber would have none of it. "It's

too late," he said. As for Compagnoni, today he took his final version of events with him
to his grave.

Cave Rock 7 Bolt Removal

Crews have begun to remove kueds of bolts from a prominent rock formation at Lake
Tahoe. A contractor working for the U.S. Forest Service last week started removing
about 350 bolts along 46 former climbing routes on Cave Rock.
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Removmg the bolts is part of the Forest Service'sagament plan for the onp@pular
climbing rock on Tahoe's east shore, where climbing has been banned since February
2005. The final order banning climbing was issued in February 2008 after the 9th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals upheld the agency's positi
The order ended more than a decade of legal battles involving the Washoe Tribe of
Nevada and California and the Access Fund, a Boulder,-Gas®d advocacy group for
rock climbers. According to Washoe lore, Cave Rock was a sacred place where tribal
elders communed with powerful spirits.

Ry s, o) J»“
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The Access Fund maintained the ban was unconstitutional because it gave a religious
group exclusive control over public property.

Removal of the bolts is expected to take about a month, depending on the weather, the
Tahoe Daily Tribune reported. About 60 percent of the bolts to be removed are located
in the cave. Once removed, holes left by the bolts will be filled with specially made
granite plugs.

Mike Gauthier Leaves Mt. Rainier
Mi ke fAGat or 0 Ga astahangerrmade hirh a reveredwrember of the local

search and rescue community, has said figo
more than 18 years. Gauthier |l eft his pos
a twoyear fellowship in Washgton, D.C. with the United States Senate and the

Department of the Interior. #Altés a huge
recently, fAdAand one that 1 6dm really excit

The39yearol d got the nickname d&Gaclorwhdodroouladr

pronounce his +deaasyto )n.a ntea utshaiye ri,GOvh o has
numerous rescues on Mount Rainier, is trading his ranger uniform for a suit and will be
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assigned to the U.S. Senat eo6s Canghteceermmi t t e e
di fferent than Longmire, where Gauthier 1|
least a couple of people on Capitol Hill. Senators Hillary Rodham Clinton and John

Mc Cain and Gauthier al/l earnedhelmx%s on t
Toughest Guys in America. o

Gauthier, who grew up in Olalla, Kitsap County, Washington made the list for one of his
most famous rescues, which actually came on his day off in 1998. Gauthier was on
Rai ni e r-fost sutndit wheln he heard a dissecall on his radio. He hopped on

his snowboard and zipped down the mountain to Disappointment Cleaver to help guides
rescue nine climbers. Former Mt. Rainier Chief Climbing Ranger Mike Gauthier on

Al askads Mt. Foraker But doflishislasClareeydars@&r mi g
Rainier. After severalhigpr of i l e rescues and deaths on R
not been a major incident above Camp Muir
goes to Mike, 0O par&rsagersatdendidHeé Dasebdéb
in making the program what it is today. o

Gauthier started a blagmountrainierclimbing.blogspot.coimthat updates climbers on
route conditions. fAThe more info yhave have

a successful trip, 0 Gauthier said, explaini

coordinate the transition from one Rainier guiding service to three in 2007. Gauthier said
that having three guide services on the mountain has made the mourgaiingat

years on Rainier, Gauthier has dangled out of helicopters, rescued climbers and recovered
bodies. Heds also helped train park staff
plan. Along the way, Gauthier climbed Rainier more than 180 timesiding eight

times in one week in 1998. He set a record by summiting the mountain 36 times that
summer.

He wrote a Rainier c¢climbing guide in 1999
subject. The Mountaineers Bwhatheshasdengiob| i s he
the park is remarkabl e, 0 Uberuaga said. AH
Gaut hier could theoretically return to Rai
Most participants in the Bevinetto Fellowship are @ssd to a management position,

such as a park superintendent post, after
ranger, explainedinarmai | . fAl care greatly about thi g

cares about this pl a@ae .l olo&km ngo if og wtaa dmit 0s |
opportunity.o

Sichuan Mountaineering Association - Contract

Chevron and CNPC, through a competitive tender process, contracted with Chinese
geophysical company BGP, a subsidiary of CNPC, to corakigtmonth survey in a
190-squaremile (493squarekm) area to collect seismic dgt@huandongbéi Workers
facedsteep and treacherous tenran the area plus icyinter weather conditions.

Prior to the start of the fieldwork, professional mountaineering instructors from the

Sichuan Mountaineering Associatiorer hired to train each fielgroup. Professional
mountaineers conducted all seismic field operations in rugged terrain like the sheer
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limestone ridges in the area. During operations, safety drills were continuoustg held

address specific safety hazards.
(el 7 '

BGP limited work days to X@our maximum shifts and dayligbnly operations to
reduce risk of potential incidents caused by limited visibility in the wet, mountainous
terrain. Driving at night was forbidden becausads in the area are steep, muddy,
winding andareoften blocked by fallen rocks or stuck vehicles.

During the performance of the fieldwgmkore than 1.5 million mahours were incurred
without a lost time incident.

Hubble Space Mission Takes Washburn® Camera

May 11th 2009 Golden, CO. Today Astronaut John Grunsfeld will launch one last time
into space on a repair mission for the Hubble Telescope.

Along on this mission is an antique camera once owned by the famous mountain
photographer, Bradford Washburn. A friend to Washburn, Mr. Grunsfeld is taking the
1929 Zeiss Maximar B 4x5 on its last trip, for its last pictures.

The camerawasoneof Wab ur nd6s fApocketodo cameras used f
most important mountain images. Not only is Washburn considered a historic figure in

the alpine climbing arenas, but he is considered one of the most important landscape
photographers of the 20th centur
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AnBrad | ived just a tremendous | ife he is
fantastic number of tremendous climbs all over. As part of that he started pioneering the
use of cameras from air pl an esoéHubbt eithithei t e
Zeiss camera but also of mount @&dohns whi ch
Grunsfeldi Lead Astronaut on Hubble Space Mission. (Ed note: quote from NPR
Interview in links section).

John Grunsfeld is a lifiong member of the Amaran Alpine Club (AAC) and the lead
astronaut on the Hubble Telescope mission. After contacting the AAC, Grunsfeld agreed

that taking Braddéds ol dest and most i mport a

camera on the Hubble Telescope would be atggesture in remembrance of his friend.

The Bradford Washburn Camera belongs to the American Alpine Club and upon its
return will be on display at the Bradford Washburn American Mountaineering Museum
in Golden, CO. Starting June 9th the Mountaineering®&um will open an exhibit

showcasing some of Bradds photographic pri

This collection is on permanent loan to the American Alpine Club at the AAC Library.

Billing for Rescues i Natl. Assoc. for SAR
The followingis the press release regarding NASAR's position on billing for SAR:

Washington, DC April 30, 2009 The National Association for Search and Rescue has
joined the Mountain Rescue Association, the Colorado Search and Rescue Board, the
International Associatin of Dive Rescue Specialists, the United States Coast Guard and
the National Park Servideall of which either oppose billing, or do not bill, people after

a search and rescue (SAR) operation. AAIl th
searchand escue operations i s a dangerous ©prac

NASAR President Dan Hourihan.

NASAR takes the position, fATo eliminate
life saved, SAR services should be rendered to personsgedandistress without
subsequent cosecovery from the person(s) assisted unless prior arrangements have been
made. The mission of SAR organizations is to save lives, not just the lives of those who

@ Journal of Mountaineering Page9 of 42

t

0

Y
I

h

t

nt

nt

o u



June 2009
can afford to pay the bill. As such, methods and mehasld be developed and used that
diffuse the cost of humanitarian SAR operations among the many, allowing anyone to
reasonably expect emergency aid without r

The idea of not billing for SAR services confuses many peoeeder, SAR

professionals across the nation know of many instances in which soinafteean

unforeseen accident, or spending hours searching for their missing comipdeiaged
calling for help. Each fAremembededibahear:i
rescues and sear che$ whihthey coild notaftosd.e&Sondehave f  d
even chosen not to call for help, or refused emergency help.

I n 2006, a young hiker became stranded on
called91-1,butas ked t he SAR team | eader just to
already set and cold weather surrounded her in a dangerous area of the mountain. She
repeatedly said the SAR team should not come to help her. After going back and forth

with her onher cell phone, the SAR team leader finally asked why she didn't want help.

She replied, Al can't afford it.o He expl
relented.

AA del ay can place SAR personnel in dange
|l engt hen a SAR mission, o0 said Hourihan. A
as catastrophic as not calling the fire department when a smaliteofies jumps to the
ceiling and instantly fill s t hefirdtthaughthen w
was O6how in the world wil.l |l pay the fire
ThenU. S. C. G. Commandant James Loy explained
very similar position. #Alf the specter of

reportmaritime distress, we could get fewer calls, we would get calls during later stages
of emergencies, and more people would die at sea. This factor alone outweighs any
consideration of how much money we might

Scottish Winter Roundupi i f it ' s,leawetital ooeren

Ethically dubious ‘winter' ascents are sadly not a new thing, but the explosion of blogs
and forums has opened the floodgates on debate over the last few years. Personally, |
think the ethics debate breaks down itwo parts first, the issue of ‘frozenness’, and
secondly, the question of ‘whiteness'. The first is pretty simple, any vegetation used on a
route needs to be properly frozen. While climbing frozen turf still does some damage,
unfrozen turf is very easilgpped out, permanently changing the character of the route.
Additionally, with the growing popularity of winter climbing, climbers aren't the only
ones starting to notice the damage caused and we need to remember that many of the
cliffs are owned and maged by conservatiasrganizationsThis year, there's been a
disturbing number of reports commenting along the lines of 'the turf was soggy low on
the route but improved with heighif it's not frozen leave alone.
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The 'whiteness' question is mordctive. As climbers seek out steeper objectives,
getting frozen and 'white' conditions becomes harder, but patience usually pays off.
There's a curious myth that 'snow protects the rock from danvegis in reality having

to clear snow and verglas teach the rock probably produces more scratches than if it
was climbed bare. At the end of the day, whether a route is 'white' enough is a personal
choice, but consider that the point in wearing crampons and using tools is they grip on
slippy snow and vergk if the rock is bare, boot soles and hands work just as well if not
better, its a lot warmer in summer, and you don't need to lug lots of metal with you.

Ethics griping aside, the 2008/2009 winter season has produced two newlassltiest
pieces, arexcellent haul of ascents and most importantly of all loads of excitement, great
views, good times and fun memories. Chuck the spiky toys in the back of the cupboard
and enjoy the summeby Viv Scott

The Alpine Club, GBR 1 Spirit of Mountaineering Awards

The first Spirit of Mountaineering Commendations of The Alpine Club were presented on
25t h April 2009 at the 17th Piolets dooOr
(Swiss), Alexey Bolotov (Russian), Don Bowie (Canadian), Horia Colibasanu
(Romanian)Ueli Steck (Swiss) and Denis Urubko (Kazakh) for their attempt to rescue
talented Spanish alpinist Ifiaki Ochoa de Olza from Camp 4 on Annapurna during May
2008.

The Commendation acknowledges and thanks persons who, 'in the true Spirit of
Mountaineering, &ve shown unselfish devotion to help a fellow climber in the
mountains, and in doing so have sacrificed their own objective or put their personal
safety at risk'.

The awards were presented by Alpine Club President Paul Braithwaite and Dr Norman
Croucher vino founded the Initiative in 2007, supported by ViRresident Martin Scott,
GeneralSecr et ary Francoise Call and ASpirit

Pablo Ochoa de Olza paid a moving tribute to the mountaineers who tried to rescue his
broher , | Taki. AWe believe we have a big
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pay enough, but one thing we can do: we can tell anyone who would listen who they are,
what they did and their amazing acts. .. Th

Ifiaki Ochoa de Olza was anc@mplished mountaineer who had summited twelve of the
fourteen 8,000 metre peaks, including a new route on Shisha Pangma. He was attempting
the long and committing East Ridge of Annapurna | with Romanian Horia Colibasanu
and Russian Alexey Bolotov. Ochand Colibasanu retreated from 7,850m and returned
to Camp 4 at 7,400m where Ochoa contracted cerebral oedema. Colibasanu used his
satellite phone to contact Base Camp but insisted on staying with Ochoa until other help
arrived, even though he himself wasginning to suffer from the altitude. Swiss
mountaineers Ueli Steck and Simon Anthamatten had earlier retreated from their attempt
on a new South Face route and were waiting for the weather to clear before trying again.
Packing a good medical kit theymediately started up the East Ridge, despite not

having their high altitude boots which they cached at their highest camp on the South
Face.

Meanwhile, Bolotov had reached the summit and descended exhausted back to Camp 4,
where he decided his best coun$@ction was to break trail through fresh snow down the
East Ridge until he met Steck, where they swapped boots. In Kathmandu Kazakh Denis
Urubko was just about to fly home after completing his expedition, but cancelled the

flight and boarded a helicaatorganized by Ochoa's brother in Spain and his Nepalese
agent. In Pokhara he was joined by Canadian Don Bowie, who had also been on Ochoa's
expedition during the early stages of the climb.

The helicopter was unable to reach Base Camp due to bad weaBewie and Urubko
walked for seven hours from Chomrong before proceeding up the mountain past Camp 3,
carrying oxygen up towards the stricken climber. They had been joined by Bolotov who
stopped his descent and headed back up the mountain to assist.

Steck, wearing Bolotov's boots, met Colibasanu descending the ridge. The Romanian was
suffering from mountain sickness but after Steck administered medicine he recovered
enough to join Anthamatten at Camp 3. Ueli Steck then climbed back up to Camp 4 and
administered medicine and artificial respiration. Despite this care Ifiaki Ochoa de Olza
sadly died at 12.30 pm on May 23rd . Bowie, Urubko and Bolotov were then just 200
metres below with the oxygen.

Spinal Injury Rehabilitation Center i Kanak Mani Dixit

A Iwas survival instinct that we all have, and an enormous series of good fortunes that
saved me, 0 says journalist Kanak Mani Di xi

Di xitbés |l ove for solitary treks began in 1
years later, a 15€eet freefal] and four days of living on a jutting rock and dealing with
severe vertebral injuries would end the love affair.

It was the final day of his solo trek around the Annapurnas in late August 2001. Dixit was
heading for Besisahar from Jagat on a rainy mggnirearing shorts and taking notes.

From a place called Syange to Bahun Danda,
past cliffs. In wet months, rainfall comes in a gully over the trail, making it slippery.
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Looking back, Dixit says he probably bygsed the slippery trail by walking towards the
edge.

Al dondt remember the | ast one hour of the
the publisher and editor of the Hi mal Sout
air, and trying to saveyself on the edge of the trail with my weight and my backpack
pulling me. Il hit a rock and crashed. o

When Dixit regained consciousness, the rain had stopped and sharp monsoon sunlight
shone on his face. The backpack was lost. His hands were weakwHseaestrip of his
scalp skin and hair on his face. He was in excruciating pain, the reasons for which he
would know only days later.

Al tried to drag my s-aéelsdc, aéstitededge of tockaaboutyt f e | |
feet long and a couple tdet wide. That ledge became my home for the next three nights

and four days, 0 he said. Some 200 feet be
monsoon fury.

His ordinary skills and the hope that his wife would somehow find him and pull off a

successfut escue operation kept Dixit alive for
faith in my wife. |l thought she woul d s ome
remembers talking to himself, calling her name.

The rock ledge was inclined towards theer, so Dixit had to constantly drag himself to
the cliff. But the ledge was also full of pebbles, so constant slipping and dragging himself
back gave scratches all over his body.

Al remember there was a tuft nibkeepgyselfss on n
from slipping. But that tuft also happened to be the mouth of an anthill. | was bitten by
ants in every part of my body. And my undergarment, when | was rescued, was full of
fistfuls of dead ants, o0 he said.

Ontherock ledge, healsofouad st i ck that he put across t|
lock his legs to it to prevent himself from slipping. Dixit spent the first day shouting for
help. Though his voice hardly stood out against the roar of the Marsyangdi, he shouted
for help untilhe lost his voice.

The next day, he fashioned a pillow out of his woolen socks that were swollen with rain

and mud. And he found a way to keep hi msel
Water was trickling from its middle. It was monsoon. Once a baguld lean on my

side and fashion a little dam to collect water. With great difficultly | sucked the water.
Because | had practiced while trekking in dry areas to drink beyond need, | managed to

do that, o he said.

Di xit says he dssihnhose four dagsethoogh hesoften lallusinated at

night. He also mistook the source of noises. For instance, he thought the murmur of a bee
to be a male voice, and the roar of the Marsyangdi to the noise of a copter.
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Hunger was an overwhelmingfeedin Once he tried to eat gr a
thing | noticed was that even when one i s
it |l tried, disliked it and that was it.

Dixit had fasioned a flag, using a stick and a piece of plastic that had whitened from sun
and rain. He hoisted it above his stomach with his palms, hoping someone would see it.

Al would say the saddest moments of my | if
can see on the other side of the Marsyangdi, the five houses and even trails. But probably

because it was monsoon, Il didndt see even
those four days, o0 he said. On tolwvavethehi r d €
stick. But within 15 minutes, the copter went back.

On the fourth morning, he decided to do something about the situation rather than wait
for help. He planned to leave the ledge and fall, so that he might have some chance of
being found, eve though that meant being more injured or even dead.

AnThen | heard voices. | t came c¢cl oser. Then

Dixit believes in probabilities and not divinity. He says his rescue was not a miracle but
the result of a series of gd fortunes. Unlike during his previous treks, he had made it a
point to give his family a call everyday. He had made his last phone call from Dharapani.
That gave his family an idea of where to conduct a search.

Also, though it is common for people, whave gone on treks, to be late by a few days,
this time his wife didndét wait for his ret
go looking for him.

The search team woul dndédt have found Dixit
wore duringthat trek. The ledge Dixit was lying on was invisible from above. But the

search team spotted the cap on a treetop. Then, descending the cliff with the help of a
rope, they found him.

Among the rescuers was Dixit 6dgstvehbdmbed i end
down on ropes to find him. Also, the rescue team found a porter, Lok Bahadur Tamang,
at the right time. He carried Dixit up piggyback.

AAnot her good f or t un-o-ddfamilytinnkatbmahdu. Somye f r om
people could conceivhkby charter a helicopter and send
Yet another good fortune was that there was a doctor like Upendra Devkota who also
happened to be a relation.

Dixit had broken three vertebral discs of his neck. The break should litkhia

guadriplegic, meaning a total paral ytic.
Reeveso. But | was |l ucky while he was not
shattered and my spinal column wasnodot i nju

Dixit had to underg a ninehour surgery, and wear an external fixation for three months.
He still has problems using three of his fingers, and his neck has limited turning radius
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because Dr. Devkota had to tie his three
haw should be considered inconsequential,h 0

It was not the first time Dixit fell from a cliff though. In 1987, he broke his right leg
falling from a cliff in Gran Paradiso in the Italian Alps. He was winched up by a
helicopter by professional rasers.

Dixit says the accident didndét make him spi
says. Al 6m essentially the samé person wit
di sorgani zed. 0O But in the year goawmlinder t he

only once, you have to make the best out of it.

ABefore the accident, Il was a journalist.
activism, human rights, o0 he said. But he i
himanactivist Al woul débve probably done the same
privilege of being alive, o0 Dixit also took
Lok Bahadur Tamang, who is from a poor village in Gorkha, wanted drinking water and
electricily i n the village. Drinking water Dixit
feels it is his duty to take electricity to the village. Dixit also used his personal funds to

put a guard railing along the entire trail, where he almost perished.

As a societal response, and with the cooperation of eight friends, he started the Spinal

Injury Rehab Center that is presently located in Sanga, at the cost of US$1.5 million. The
center was inaugurated by Sir Edebmwked Hi | | a
candét be rejoined. So we provide mor al boo
people with spinal injuries, o Dixit says.
The center tries to give people with spinal injuries as much quality of life as possible. It is

a notfor-profit organization. For the poor, the Center raises money.

il was saved by what is best in Nepal: fri
who knew when it was reasons enough to panic; a brother who responded very, very

quickly; and a friend whohadeh s ki I Il s. A stranger who was
carry the man up on contract?06, and he rep
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Apa Sherpa Climbs Everest Nineteen Times 1 May 21, 2009

Apa(Lhakpa Tenzing Sherparoke his own record by reaching tiop of Everest for

the nineteenth time on May 21, 2009. He was a member of The Eco Everest Expedition,
led by Bill Burke, whose purpose was to raise awareness about climate change. The team
spent half an hour at the top of the mountain, unfurling a bahatsaid "Stop Climate
Change".The team brought down fivenesof mountain trash that includes parts of a
crashed helicopter, ticans and climbing materiaDn this expedition, Lhakpa Nuru was
swept away in an avalanelon May 7, 2009 and died.

AHeeached the top at 8 am Thursday, 0 said

Trekking that organized the Eco Everest Expedition 2009 led by Appa, 49.

The Thameborn who moved to Utah, United States in 2006, placed a WWF (World

Wide Fund for Natureh anner t hat reads AStop Climate
atop the peak. He also placed a holy urn given to him by the Rinpoche of Tengboche on
the top.

Al am at the top and | ooking at all the pr
830 am. Al have just satisfied the deities
summit. | am the last of our group to get to the top today as | was delayed at the Hillary
Step because there are so many people here. | arrived here at 8 am and have feen he
30 minutes. ItEs very cold so | am heading

Despite being the most experienced high altitude climber in the world, the 19th summit
was not easy for Appa or his expedition. The expedition was struck by tragedy on May 7
when a Lhakpa Nuru, laigh altitude climber, died in an avalanche.

And on Tuesday, two team members gave up summit hopes and returned to Kathmandu.
Among them was Henri Voigt who fell and hurt his head at Camp 2, and Jesse Easterling
who fell ill after being migprescribed ogrdoses of dexamethasone.

The climbing season saw one of the worst weather conditions, forcing many climbers,
including Appa, to retreat to Lobuche on May 13.

Appa’s expedition is meant to spread awareness about ecology and climate change. An
initiative of Asian Trekking’s Managing Director Dawa Steven Sherpa, the expedition
succeeded in bringing back some 5,000 kilograms of garbage from the slopes of Everest
under the monefor-garbage scheme which financially rewards climbers, guides and
porters who bing garbage back to Base Camp.

Appa failed his first attempt at scaling Mt Everest in 1988, before succeeding in 1990. He
has climbed to the summit almost every year since.

Everest Avalanche Video - May 2, 2009

A large avalanche was captured on video near Everest base camp. The avalanche started
at the lower West Shoulder and crashed into the lower Icéallone was injured or
killed. Ice dust reached base camALANCHE VIDEO HERE
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Trip Reports

American Mountaineering Museum

| visited the BWAMM (Bradford Washburn American Mountaineerin% Museum) in May.
The museum is located in downtown Golden Colorado (Washingtor!'&tt8et) in a

building that nust have been a high school once. The museum consists of one large
room dominated by a very large scale model of Mt. Everest. There is a 15 minute movie
l oop on Mr. Washburndéds numerous accompl i
family fortune deived from barbed wire and toothpaste (Colgate). There was also
another fifteen minute film running, at the time, on an Annapurna climb. Between the
two films, and the museum, | would allow an hour.
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The model of Everest is quite impressive; each lagrasents five meters. Only a few
routes are marked on the model. | think it would be interesting to see all the climbed

routes marked, such as recently shown in Alpinist 26. Also of interest would be to mark
other features such as the second stegiithd | ary step, where Mal
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the yellow band, etc. Around the edge of the model you can listen to early Everest
climbers, such as Tom Horbein.

Here is a link to the museurnttp://www.bwamm.org/

Thereal treasure in the building is the American Alpine Club library behind the stairway
leading down to the museum. Here one could spend a lifetime. Part of the large library
is closed off for rare books and artifacts. If time had allowed, | would heeek o have
peeked in there.
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The American Alpine Club offices are on the main floor as well as those of Outward
Bound. Upstairs is the Colorado Mountain Club. The offices were closed on Saturday.
During the week, | am sure you could start up intergsonversations in any corner of
this building. There is also a two story top rope climbing wall, which was closed at the

time.

Golden offers a number of other small museums, none of which | can really recommend,
other than the free geology museunthat Colorado School of Mines, which contains
spectacul ar finds from around the worl d.
stuff for kids.I Tom Cronin

California - Various

Fresno/Wamello Domehris Oakes :

Susan Holl and | drove up Saturdagnming 5/16/09. We encountered a lot of snow on

the dirt road and, after freeing the vehicle, decided to walk in the extra half mile to the
trailhead. The trail was obscured by snow, and we walked about a mile in the wrong
direction. By 3:30 we were on theck and did 3 pitches. We camped at the Fresno

Dome Campground and were woken up at 11:30 by Oakhurst's local drunks duking it out
in the campground.

On Sunday we did a 5 pitch 5.7 and a three pitch 5.8. | missed the rap anchor on one
pitch and had tdo some creative maneuvering to get back to it. We appear to be the first
on the rock for the season. Nice quality rock, good easy pitches of friction to start off the
season.

Willow Creek Wall,Chris Kantarjiev:
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A good alternative if you find the rdampassable [to Fresno Dome] is Willow Creek
Wall - when you get to the T at the "end" of Sky Ranch Road, turn right instead of left.
When you come around the first big bend to the left (slightly uphill), look to your left
within a few hundred yards, ytl see a big granite wall. There's "bolted trad", from
about 5.6 at the right end to 5.11+ at the left end... pretty much all single pitch, good fun.

Phantom Spired,om Cronin:
Shots taken on Saturday 5/17/09 at Phantom Spires (and elsewhere)jerijigf 75F.
Pictures Here

Shastd Casaval Ridgelen Klafin

Wanted to share some pictures from last weekend [5/16/09] from Casaval Ridge on Mt.
Shasta which was fun and a challen@e¢at snow they had gotten 4 feet the week
before- a few slides, but thankfully nothing major while we were there:

Pictures Here
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Incidents
Alt I s bettetri mos btehamrted ugetlOWi | |l ed once.

Mt. Whitney, CAT Keum Kim T April 26, 2009

On Sunday, Inyo County Search and Rescue volunteers were called out for the sad task of
recovering the body of a womavho had fallen on Mt. Whitney.

Reports indicatéhat a man and his wife, Keum Kim, were climbing up the ice and rock
chute known as the Mountaineero6s route as
Saturday night, possibly after 9:00 PM, the party was descending from the summit when
the woman fellWhy the group was so high on the mountain after dark is not clear, but

some reports indicate that the group had planned to watch the sunset from the summit.
Some reports indicate that the group had been climbing witieadt lamps to light their

way.

The group, which included the womands husba
for the fallen woman, finally finding heteceased early Sunday morning.
A climber not associated with the victimds

called Inyo ®arch and Rescumy cell phone Sunday morning.
Inyo SAR members flew into the area of Iceberg Lake by CHP helicopter to recover the
body. The victim was later identified as 53 year old Keum Kim of Redondo Beach.

Lost Arrow Spire, CAT April 14, 2009

At about 9:00am the Yosemite Emergency Communications Center began receiving
multiple 911 calls with reports of yells for help coming from the Lost Arrow Spire. At
about the same time, S. Thayer contacted the SAR Office directly via a borrowed cell
phone andnformed Rangers that his two climbing partners were stuck in the notch of
Lost Arrow Spire. Thayer explained that events caused his climbing partners to become
unexpectedly benighted in the Spirebés Notc
extricate them
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Thayer, Capp, and Jimenez had planned on a single day ascent of the Lost Arrow tip.
They left Camp 4 at about 6:00am but by the time they actually began technical climbing
out of the notch it was almost 2:30pm. They left their packs, extra clotbivdgy, and

water on the rim, rappelling 300 feet down into the notch with only the equipment that
they were wearing.

The climb took much longer to accomplish and they were overtaken by nightfall.
Deciding not to complete the traverse back to the rim e trappelled back to the

notch. The team experienced a plethora of problems including rope drag on the last pitch
and their inability to locate the one head lamp they had brought with them. Thayer was
able to ascend from the notch to the rim; howeverwoeother members of the party

were stranded in the notch during the night. The team was exposed to the deteriorating
weather throughout the night without adequate clothing. The following morning, NPS
rescue personnel hiked the Upper Yosemite Falls angilassisted them in ascending out

of the Notch.

Yosemite Falls, CAT March 9, 2009

On Monday, March 9, YOSAR was alerted to a man in peril at the top of Yosemite Falls
With the help of CHP helicopter-K0, the man was located on a shroovered rock in
Yosemite Creek just downstream of the Yosemite Creek Bridge, a few hundred feet
upstream of Upper Yosemite Fall, the highest waterfall in North America. In spite of
resceers' best efforts, the man was lost in the creek and swept over the brink.
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