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Up Front 

Film: ñNorth Faceò - Historical Eiger Drama ï Feb. & March, 2010 
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Based on a true story, North Face is a suspenseful adventure film about a competition to 

climb the most dangerous rock face in the Alps. Set in 1936, as Nazi propaganda urges 

the nationôs Alpinists to conquer the unclimbed north face of the Swiss massif ð the 

Eiger ð two reluctant German climbers begin their daring ascent. 

 

Showings: 

http://www.northfacethemovie.com 

 

MUSIC BOX FILMS PRESENTS 

 

NORTH FACE  
Based on a True Story 

 

A Philipp Stölzl Film  

 

Starring 

Benno Fürmann, Johanna Wokalek, 

Florian Lukas, Simon Schwarz, 

Georg Friedrich, Ulrich Tukur 

 

A Dor Film-West Production 

121 minutes.  Unrated.  In German with English Subtitles. 

 

WINNER - German Film Critics Award, Best Screenplay 2009 

WINNER - German Film Academy Award 2009, Best Cinematography   

WINNER - German Film Academy Award 2009, Best Sound Design 

OFFICIAL SELECTION - Locarno Film Festival 2008 

 

SYNOPSIS 

 

Based on a true story, NORTH FACE is a gripping adventure drama about a competition 

to climb the most dangerous rock face in the Alps. In 1936, Nazi propaganda urges 

German Alpinists to conquer the unclimbed north face of the Swiss massif, the Eiger, 

bringing two reluctant climbers, Toni Kurz (BENNO FÜRMANN) and Andi 

Hinterstoisser (FLORIAN LUKAS), to begin their daring ascent and attempt to scale the 

infamous rock face, often called the Murder Wall. 

 

  

While preparing themselves at the foot of the North Face, Toni and Andi unexpectedly 

run into Luise (JOHANNA WOKALEK), the early love of Toni. Now a journalist, she 

has come with her boss Arau (ULRICH TUKUR), a loyal Nazi, to report about the first 

ascent. Toni begins the ascent of the North Face with Andi, closely followed by two 

Austrians Willy Angerer (SIMON SCHWARZ) and Edi Rainer (GEORG FRIEDRICH). 

All goes well at first as both rope teams make good headway but then the climbers lose 

their advantage over the mountain and the race against time and the forces of nature 

begins. 

 

  

http://www.northfacethemovie.com/
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PRODUCERSô NOTE 

This exciting true story grabbed the four of us from the very start. We were so swept up 

by the story that we were ready to consider the most dangerous ways to realize it. 

 

 
 

NORTH FACE is a story about youth, passion, and the search for challenges that make 

life worth living for younger generations. And even though the events go back 70 years, 

the lives of Toni Kurz and Anderl Hinterstoisser have lost nothing of their relevance or 

power. Only few people will remember them directly, but many will find their own 

reflection in these characters ï not only Alpinists and nature lovers, but also those still 

searching for their path in life. 

 

Such extreme films as NORTH FACE can only be made with confidence and passion. 

We are thankful to the entire team, the actors, the mountain rescue patrol and the 

financiers of this film co-produced by three Alpine nations.  

 

Danny Krausz  

Boris Schönfelder  

Rudolf Santschi  

Benjamin Herrmann 

 

THE MYTH OF THE EIGER NORTH FACE  

 

With its many spectacular incidents, the Eiger North Face ï the legendary 1800-meter-

high wall of stone and ice in the Berne Oberland ï has been casting its spell for decades, 

not only on climbers but also on mountain-climbing laymen. The general public came to 

see the Eiger as the epitome of a dangerous, difficult and often death-bringing mountain. 

The vividness and urgency with which this image has burned itself into the collective 

mind may be surprising, but can be explained. 

 

The myth of the "Eigerwand" came into being in the 1930s, when altogether nine 

Alpinists lost their lives trying to scale the mountain before the first successful ascent in 

July 1938 by the two Germans Anderl Heckmair and Ludwig Vörg, and the two 

Austrians Heinrich Harrer and Fritz Kasparek. Ever since the summer of 1935 the North 

Face had been seen among the top Alpinists as the "last problem of the Western Alps."  
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This situation exerted an almost magical attraction on mountain climbers, especially 

those from Germany, Austria and Italy, who then set the bar on the level of proficiency 

required for the Eiger. The burning wish to be the first to ascend the wall, which easily 

crumbled and was endangered by rockfall and subject to sudden massive changes of 

weather, sometimes resulted in forced expeditions in dubious conditions. And this led to 

tragedies, some of which are still shrouded in mystery to this day. Others unfolded over 

the course of several days, before the eyes of the press, who were able to describe the 

dramatic events on the Eiger from the comfort and safety of the hotel terraces of the 

Kleine Scheidegg.  

 

The public also benefited from the mountain's location and touristic infrastructure. 

Nowhere else could one experience Alpine history as genuinely and simply as at the 

Eiger: whether on hiking paths below the North Face or, thanks to the Jungfraubahn, 

from the impressive lookouts in the Eigerwand Station. The Eiger was a vertical 

amphitheater. 

 

 
 

No other Alpine mountain was the scene of more reporting before World War II than the 

Eiger. The newspaper and radio reports were swiftly followed by the first books, which 

spread the fame of the idols ï the successful and the fallen ï of "heroic Alpinism" 

throughout Europe. 

 

This myth has experienced a renaissance since 1999, when an ascent of the classical route 

was broadcast live on television and obtained excellent ratings. Although mountain 

climbing at the Eiger has fundamentally changed ï more and more new and difficult 

routes are being opened up on the North Face ï it is still generally the older, dramatic 

stories that keep the Eiger at the center of the public's interest. 
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INTERVIEW WITH PHILIPP STÖLZL (WRITER/DIRECTOR)  

 

You produce operas, shoot music videos and commercials. How did you get the idea 

of making an Eiger film?  

Boris Schoenfelder, who first had the idea for the film, was looking for a director for the 

project and sent me the script. The bizarre story of Toni Kurz took hold of me right away. 

For one, there's the intense drama about four people and their brutal, existential struggle 

to survive on the mountain. For another, there's the historical aspect about the ideological 

exploitation of mountaineering in the Nazi era. It is this very special mixture, which, in 

my view, makes this story so exciting for the cinema. 

 

What did you find particularly fascinating about the historical background of the 

story? 

There's something existential about the murderous ascent of mountain faces in the 1920s 

and 30s. Young men with few prospects in life set off on their bikes to climb a dangerous 

mountain ï they're in search of a goal for themselves, any kind of goal. And, if need be, 

they're ready to die to achieve this goal. Obviously, this fit very well into the canon of 

Nazi mythology and was accordingly ideologically exploited and held up as a heroic 

deed. Just listen to Robert Ley, the KdF (Kraft durch Freude = Strength Through Joy) 

boss: "German youth trains its strength and virility in a struggle with the mountain and 

learns how to die!" And so forth. To give everything for an idea, a myth, to sacrifice one's 

own life if need be: this fatalistic flirt with heroic death is what the Nazis found so 

interesting in mountain climbing. Intellectually, it was only one small step from there to 

marching towards the Urals for the German Reich. 

 

NORTH FACE was shot under extreme conditions. What were the biggest 

problems? 

Filming is never easy, even in a café: you bring all the material, light the rooms, have the 

actors made up and dressed. You have to shoot a lot in very little timeé But in the 

mountains, everything is doubly or triply difficult: even tiny dialogue scenes are 

problematic since you first have to hang the people on the ropes. And then you have to 

get up there in the first place. That's already half a day right there. Then you've got 

everything set up ï and it starts to rain. And so on and so oné It's frustrating. It's not 

without reason that Luis Trenker and his colleagues often spent years shooting their films 

before they were finally finished. 

 

Did you often think: Dammit, what have I gotten myself into? 

To be truthful: Yes - especially when the weather was bad and we had to wait. That's 

sheer horror for an impatient person like me. In one scene, Toni Kurz and Andi 

Hinterstoisser are at the summit in Berchtesgaden and we need sun for this. It's supposed 

to be beautiful and brilliant, as a contrast to the snow disaster later on in the film. On the 

first day: thick fog. We wait the whole day. Then we go back down without having shot 

one meter. Second day: more fog, but now with tiny gaps of sun in 

between, lasting maybe two to five minutes. So we shot the scenes in these gaps. It went 

OK, it had to. But it's awful for everybody, especially for the actors, since you obviously 

never get into the flow of a scene. At the Eiger I had my absolute low, and I still get 

stomach cramps and feel wretched when I think of it. The shooting was almost finished, 

we had doubles in the ice field and wanted to film from the helicopter, shots that I still 
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urgently needed for the film. The producers had freed funds for one last time. But it was 

simply too warm, and there was a danger of rockfall on the Eiger. 

 

I can still see myself sitting in the sun on the Kleine Scheidegg below the Eiger North 

Face feeling utterly depressed. We had all we needed: two bright red copters, the doubles 

in their costumes, cameramen ï but it was too warm. The money was gone, the 

opportunity had passed. I think that every film has its own inner life, and that the element 

of chance is much bigger than you want to admit, but when you're shooting a mountain 

film, you're much more at the mercy of chance. 

 
(Excerpt from an interview conducted by Dirk von Nayhauss, published in 

"NORDWAND ï Das Drama des Toni Kurz am Eiger," AS Verlag, 2008) 

 

INTERVIEW WITH KOLJA BRANDT (CINEMATOGRAPHER)  

 

When watching NORTH FACE, one can imagine that the film was no easy task for 

the cameraman. What challenges did this project impose on you? 

First of all, to tell the story with the greatest possible realism! The film wasn't supposed 

to feel like a Hollywood mountain movie à la CLIFFHANGER or VERTICAL LIMIT, in 

which the mountain climbing looks totally unbelievable most of the time and many 

sequences look like they were shot in the studio. We sought our inspiration rather in films 

such as the documentary feature TOUCHING THE VOID, in which you have the feeling 

that the camera is climbing along with the Alpinists ï almost like a war photographer 

embedded in the middle of the troops. This way of approaching the genre is obviously not 

new: the old mountain filmers Arnold Fanck, Luis Trenker, etc. took a practically 

documentary look at the mountains and, despite all the pathos and stylization of those 

films, they tried to capture something that was already there rather than inventing 

something artificial. 

 

Departing from this concept of documentary realism, we then selected a rather rough, 

hand-held camera look for the film. This makes the scenes on the mountain look very 

believable while also perfectly suiting the other scenes as well, since it generates rough-

edged images and dynamically discourages the temptation to become painterly, which is 

inseparable from a historical film with its sets, costumes, hair styles, etc. 

 

Documentary realism, that sounds a lot like shooting at original locations. But 

mountains are known to be tricky locations, especially as far as the weather is 

concerned. Rockfall, avalanches etc. also make filming difficult. Fanck and Trenker 
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sometimes spent years shooting their films, if we are to believe their hair-raising 

reportsé 

Obviously we had to find another path. Today no one can allow themselves the luxury of 

shooting over a period of several years. Besides, our actors were available to us only for a 

certain amount of time, since we had to insure them, etc. We thus developed the plan of 

going onto the mountain with doubles and a small team in order to make a preliminary 

shoot of long shots involving mountain scenes in the most authentic weather conditions 

possible. Later, at less dangerous mountain sections and in a refrigerated warehouse 

transformed into a studio, we shot the scenes with the actors in such a way that they 

perfectly fit with those shot on the mountain, down to the same weather conditions. This 

plan turned out to be very practical, especially because the extreme make-up, the 

frostbite, etc. would never have worked in the mountains. And of course because we 

would otherwise never have been able to create the images we had obtained in the 

preliminary shooting. 

 

(Excerpt of an interview published in "NORDWAND ï Das Drama des Toni Kurz am 

Eigerñ, AS Verlag, 2008) 
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Climb Up So Kids Can Grow Up 

 

 
 

AFCA hosts a series of outdoor events under the title Climb Up So Kids Can Grow Up 

which I think would interest you and your readers.  These events raise awareness and 

funds for children affected and infected by AIDS, while giving you the opportunity to do 

something you love doing.  Our four events are: 

 

1.       Climb Up the World ï the third weekend in September, individuals and teams 

anywhere in the world are invited to climb, hike, cycle, or walk wherever they are 

 

2.       Climb Up the 50 ï during a ten-day window of opportunity in the Summer, 

individuals and teams will hike or climb to the highest peak in their state 

 

3.       Climb Up Kilimanjaro ï 12 individuals will go to Kilimanjaro, Tanzania to climb 

the highest peak in Africa.  They leave USA on September 11th, 2010 

 

4.       Climb Up in Charlotte ï Inner Peaks Climbing Gym puts on a fabulous day of 

competition, raffles, yoga, massage, clinics, etc on the first weekend of November 

 

The events Iôd most like to highlight at this time is the Climb Up Kilimanjaro 2010 

(September 2010) and 2011 (womanôs team ï February 2011) events.   

 

We would like to have 12 people in each team participating.  Each person raises $10,000, 

which covers: 
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·         their flight to Kilimanjaro, Tanzania,  

·         their food in TZ 

·         their lodging in TZ 

·         the guiding service to hike up the mountain 

·         $5000 (maybe a bit more, depending on ticket cost) donation to our programs 

 

While it sounds like a lot of money, it is possible to fundraise it all.  We have tips for 

fundraising as well as online fundraising pages on our website and donations are tax 

deductible.  In the past, some folks paid for their tickets with frequent flyer miles, 

decreasing the amount of money to be raised.   

 

This is not a technical climb, but rather, a walk-up [fitness required].  The biggest 

difficulty is altitude, but the guiding company we work with (Summit Expeditions and 

Nomadic Experience) are amazingé base camp is an organic farm with hot water for 

bathing, delicious food, amazing views of Mt. Kilimanjaro, incredible birding, etc.  I 

visited this year and was blown away.  Just wonderful.  From there, the climb is 

incredible, as well, with hot food cooked on the spot, singing porters welcoming you to 

camp at the end of each dayôs hike, etc.   

 

We are currently putting the finishing 

touches on a short video of our first 

teamôs ascent and I am sure it will show 

more of what is offered. 

 

The best part of it all, though, is the fact 

that while fulfilling a dream to climb 

Mt. Kilimanjaro, you are saving the 

lives of children.  What could be better 

than that? 

 

 

American Foundation for Children with AIDS 

6221 Blue Grass Avenue 

Harrisburg, PA 17112 

Tel: 888-683-8323, Fax: 717.489.0214 

 

For more information and to register, please go to 

http://www.climbupsokidscangrowup.com/index.html 

 

  

http://www.climbupsokidscangrowup.com/index.html
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The 2009 Climb Up Kilimanjaro Team Members: 

Rena Alekperova 

What could be better than change? Life is constantly changing and 

so are we. I have never tried to prevent or stop "change". Even if it 

was a change for worse....and it happened quite a few times....but 

that also brought me here...modeling career and private business 

owner back home in Baku, Azerbaijan....then entering financial 

industry for the stable income when I moved to US ...got to love 

what I do and came across a lot of wonderful people and causes to 

volunteer for and make a difference. I thank company I work for for 

this introduction....Love to ballroom dance and rock climb....love my 

11 year old son....do the best I can to raise him and teach him few 

things here and there...I would like all kids around the world to be able to enjoy their 

childhood...there are a lot of issues around the world and we can't fix them all, but each 

of us individually can do something....and that would make somebody else's life 

better...and yours too. This is just the beginning for me...I'm looking forward to the 

Kilimanjaro Climb and for many more to support those in need... 

Thank you for being by my side, your contributions and friendship. 

Greg Groggel 

Smitten with wanderlust from the start, Greg Groggel has traveled to 

more than 30 countries since first leaving the friendly confines of the 

United States as a high school exchange student to Finland. In the 

adventures that have ensued, heôs appeared in a Chinese historical 

documentary, dodged landmines in Sarajevo, ridden horseback across 

the Mongolian planes, been in the thick of a proper fútbol melee in 

Mexico City and watched fireworks illuminate the Eiffel Tower. As an 

emerging media specialist, heôs interviewed, photographed and taped 

an equally diverse range of subjects. 

Currently, the Omaha, Neb. native works as an editorial researcher for 

NBC Olympics in the New York City area after serving as an online producer for the 

Emmy-winning 2008 NBCOlympics.com website. From 2006-2007 he was a Thomas J. 

Watson fellow, examining the legacy of hosting the Olympic Games. His work has been 

featured in the Wall St. Journal, Sports Business Journal, ESPN.com and China Daily. 

As a graduate of the International Political Economy program at the University of Puget 

Sound, Groggel remains a student of the world. For all his travels, this will be his first 

time on the African continent. He is already losing sleep with excitement.  

http://www.firstgiving.com/renaalekperova
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Politics 

Greenpeace Members Sentenced ï January 4, 2009 

Eleven Greenpeace members, who climbed Mount Rushmore National Memorial in July 

to hang an anti-global warming banner, were given various sentences.  

 

As Mount Rushmore is a National Park the activists were sentenced in Federal court 

(South Dakota). They all pleaded guilty to illegally climbing Mount Rushmore; charges 

such as interfering with a government official were dismissed.  

 

 
 

Six were sentenced to 50 hours community service, plus a $450 fine each. The other five 

had prior trespassing convictions. Four of them received 10 days suspended jail time with 

100 hours of community service. The last received two days in jail.  

 

A judge ordered that all community service be done at a national park, preferably at 

Mount Rushmore.  

 

Greenpeace earlier agreed to pay more than $30,000 in civil penalties. 

 

For more information, see the Journal of Mountaineering, August 2009 issue. 
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Fixing Intel in Afghanistan 

Fixing Intel: A Blueprint for Making Intelligence Relevant in Afghanistan 

JANU ARY 2010 

This paper, written by the senior intelligence officer in Afghanistan and by a company-

grade officer and a senior executive with the Defense Intelligence Agency, critically 

examines the relevance of the U.S. intelligence community to the counterinsurgency 

strategy in Afghanistan. Based on discussions with hundreds of people inside and outside 

the intelligence community, it recommends sweeping changes to the way the intelligence 

community thinks about itself ï from a focus on the enemy to a focus on the people of 

Afghanistan. The paper argues that because the United States has focused the 

overwhelming majority of collection efforts and analytical brainpower on insurgent 

groups, our intelligence apparatus still finds itself unable to answer fundamental 

questions about the environment in which we operate and the people we are trying to 

protect and persuade. 

This problem or its consequences exist at every level of the U.S. intelligence hierarchy, 

and pivotal information is not making it to those who need it. To quote General Stanley 

McChrystal in a recent meeting, ñOur senior leaders ï the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff, the Secretary of Defense, Congress, the President of the United States ï are not 

getting the right information to make decisions with ... The media is driving the issues. 

We need to build a process from the sensor all the way to the political decision makers.ò 

This is a need that spans the 44 nations involved with the International Security 

Assistance Force (ISAF). 

  

This paper is the blueprint for that process. It describes the problem, details the changes 

and illuminates examples of units that are ñgetting it right.ò It is aimed at commanders as 

well as intelligence professionals, in Afghanistan and in the United States and Europe. 

Among the initiatives Major General Flynn directs: 
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Å Select teams of analysts will be empowered to move between field elements, much like 

journalists, to visit collectors of information at the grassroots level and carry that 

information back with them to the regional command level. 

Å These items will integrate information collected by civil affairs officers, PRTs, 

atmospherics teams, Afghan liaison officers, female engagement teams, willing non-

governmental organizations and development organizations, United Nations officials, 

psychological operations teams, human terrain teams, and infantry battalions, to name a 

few. 

Å These analysts will divide their work along geographic lines, instead of along functional 

lines, and write comprehensive district assessments covering governance, development 

and stability. The alternative ï having all analysts study an entire province or region 

through the lens of a narrow, functional line 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Å The analysts will provide all the data they gather to teams of ñinformation brokersò at 

the regional command level who will organize and disseminate ï proactively and on 

request ï all the reports and data gathered at the grassroots level. 

Å These special teams of analysts and information brokers will work in what the authors 

are calling Stability Operations Information Centers. (The authors discuss how these 

Information Centers cooperate with, and in some cases replace, ñFusion Centersò.) 

Å These Information Centers will be placed under and in cooperation with the State 

Departmentôs senior civilian representatives administering governance, development and 

stability efforts in Regional Commands East and South. 

Å Leaders must put time and energy into selecting the best, most extroverted and 

hungriest analysts to serve in the Stability Operations Information Centers. These will be 

among the most challenging and rewarding jobs an analyst could tackle. 

The highly complex environment in Afghanistan requires an adaptive way of thinking 

and operating. Just as the old rules of warfare may no longer apply, a new way of 

leveraging and applying the information spectrum requires substantive improvements. 

The ISAF Joint Command (IJC) under the leadership of Lieutenant General David M. 

Rodriguez has made some recent innovative strides with the advent of the ñInformation 

Dominance Center.ò This type of innovation must be mirrored to the degree possible at 
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multiple levels of command and back in our intelligence community structures in the 

United States. In no way is this a perfect solution and the United States will continue to 

adapt. However, the United States must constantly change our way of operating and 

thinking if we want to win. 

 

[BODY OMITTED FOR BREVITY]  

CONCLUSION 

The U.S. intelligence community has fallen into the trap of waging an anti-insurgency 

campaign rather than a counterinsurgency campaign. The difference is not academic. 

Capturing or killing key mid-level and high-level insurgents ï anti-insurgency ï is 

without question a necessary component of successful warfare, but far from sufficient for 

military success in Afghanistan. Anti-insurgent efforts are, in fact, a secondary task when 

compared to gaining and exploiting knowledge about the localized contexts of operation 

and the distinctions between the Taliban and the rest of the Afghan population. There are 

more than enough analysts in Afghanistan. Too many are simply in the wrong places and 

assigned to the wrong jobs. It is time to prioritize U.S. intelligence efforts and bring them 

in line with the warôs objectives. 

Doing so will require important cultural changes. Analysts must absorb information with 

the thoroughness of historians, organize it with the skill of librarians, and disseminate it 

with the zeal of journalists. They must embrace open-source, population-centric 

information as the lifeblood of their analytical work. They must open their doors to 

anyone who is willing to exchange information, including Afghans and NGOs as well as 

the U.S. military and its allies. As General Martin E. Dempsey, commander of the U.S. 

Army Training and Doctrine Command, recently stated, ñé[T]he best information, the 






























































































